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TO    THE 


ELECTORS  of  IRELAND 


SlNCE  I   laft  addrefled   you,    happy  am    I  to 
find    feme  fymptoms    of  national   regard,    of  re- 
vived   public     fpi  J:     animating     your     conduct. 
For   a   cOnfiderable  time,  indeed,  (even  fince  the 
meifure  of  an  Union  has  been   avowed  by    Ad- 
mini  ftrat;  on)     you     appeared     tot  illy   loft    to   all 
reflection;    your    ratioial    faculties    feemed    fuf- 
pende d  :.nd  overfhadowed  by  the  hand  of  death : 
Bu     at   lengtn    fome   fparks   of  patriotic  feeling, 
emanating    from    that  great  body,   your    metro- 
polis,  have   warmed  you.     The  county  of  Dub- 
lin, 


]in,  heated  by  the  collufion,  caught  the  glorious 
flame,  which,  warming  and  animating  the 
mighty  mafs,  will,  I  trull,  quickly  pervade 
and  vivify  the  whole  kingdom,  even  down  to 
its  remoteft  extremity. 

To  what  latent  caufe,  then,  am  I  to  attri- 
bute your  unaccountable  fupinenefs?  Is  it  to 
defpair,  timidity,  or  apathy  ?  The  former  it 
cannot  be,  whenever  the  voice  of  the  people 
interpofed;  their  interference  has  had  the  de- 
fi  red  efficacy  and  fuccefs.  No  Government, 
(whatever  their  inclination  might  be)  would 
venture  to  carry  into  efFed  a  meafure  decidedly 
hoftile  to  the  exprefs  fentiments  of  the  nation  ; 
therefore,  you  have  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  your 
exertions  in  this  vital  caufe  of  your  country 
would  be  either  inoperative  or  unfuccefsful ; 
neither  are  there  any  adequate  grounds  for 
defpondency,  refulting  from  the  prefumed  in- 
curable  depravity  of  the  mafs  of  the  people ; 
for  notwithstanding  the  horrid  and  deplorable  Re- 
bellion, fecurity  and  peace  are  progreflivelyreturn- 
ing,  and,  conlidering  the  violence  and  relentlefs  fu- 
ry of  the  ftorm,  tranquility  and  repofe  are  rapidly 
reviving  ;  and  though  the  tempeft  may  have  fubfid- 
ed,  agitated  waves  do  not  at  once  refume  their  fere- 

nity 


nity  and  ftillnefs  ;  the  fwell  of  the  fea  continues 
after  the  hurricane  ;  but  as  a  man  inebriated  only 
by  vapours,  foon  recovers  in  the  open  air,  fo  a 
nation  difturbed  into  phrenzy,  without  an  ade- 
quate and  permanent  caufe,  will  return  to  its 
fenfes,  when  a  little  paufe  has  cooled  it  into  re- 
flection. Timidity  it  cannot  be ;  it  is  not  prohi- 
bited, nor  can  it  be  illegal  to  declare  your  honeft 
and  manly  fentiments  en  public  topics,  in  which 
you  muft  have  fo  great,  awful  and  refponfible  an 
intereft ;  nor  can  it  be  deemed  a  deviation  from 
your  duty  to  inftruct  your  Reprefentatives,  on 
fuch  momentous  occafions,  and  breath  through 
that  conflitutional  organ  your  genuine  and  unbi- 
afTed  opinions.  Your  filence  then  muft  be  impu- 
table to  apathy  and  indolence,  that  bane  of  our 
exiftence ;  yet  confident  that  your  inertnefs  has 
been  merely  a  temporary  diforder,  and  that  your 
condition  is  not  hopelefs,  I  (hall  requeft  your  at- 
tention to  a  few  obfervations  my  feelings  on  this 
momentous  fubjecl:  naturally  fuggeft  : 

Criminal  neutrality  and  indifference  to  public 
concerns  has  b]  no  means  been  your  general  cha- 
ra&eriftic ;  although  popular  vigilance  has  num- 
bered for  a  time,  it  is,  I  truft,  by  no  means  dead, 
you  have  always  evinced  a  laudable  promptitude 

in 


in  obtaining  your  rights  ;  as  Volunteers,  you  were 
active  in  the  fervice  of  your  country  as  Yeomen, 
indefatigable.  Shall  it  then  be  faid,  fuch  is  the 
mutability  and  unfteadinefs  of  your  national  cha- 
racter, that  though  zealous  and  ardent  in  procur- 
ing independence,  you  were  equally  lukewarm 
and  infenfible  in  the  renunciation  of  them  ?  The 
moment  you  had  erecled  a  temple  to  liberty,  you 
idly  and  flupidly  faw  the  edifice  openly  under- 
mining and  rudely  afTailed  ;  but  I  ftill  hope  you 
are  not  prepared,  without  an  effort  on  yOur  part 
to  abdicate  that  freedom,  andrelinquiih  that  glory, 
which  has  lb  much  improved  your  condition  and 
advanced  your  profperity. 

The  year  1782  was  the  fplendid  and  aufpicious 
period  for  Ireland ;  from  that  %ra,  as  from  a  gaol, 
fhe  flarted  forward,  and  has  run  a  r  pid  race  of 
profperity  and  fuccefs.  And  though  it  is  often 
hifultingly  afferted,  that  as  an  Union  was  fer- 
viceable  to  Scotland,  fo  it  will  be  to  Ireland,  I 
muft  pofitively  deny  the  remoteft  fimilitude  to 
exift  between  the  condition  of  the  two  countries. 
The  former  was  benefited  by  an  Union,  principally 
from  the  circumftances  of  being  relieved  from  feudal 
fetters,  which  palfied  the  nerves  ofinduftry;  and  it 
benefited  that  kingdom  by  feparating  chieftains  from 
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their  clans,  all  of  whom  were  petty  defpots,  and  their 
adherents  flaves ;  it  was  not  fo  much  from  any  falu- 
tary  intrinfic  qualities  the  cement  poffened,  as  from 
the  feaibnable  and  opportune  moment  the  remedy- 
was  adminiftered.  Scotland  had  not  a  Parlia- 
ment reprefenting  the  property  and  talent  Of  the 
land,  but  merely  a  confufed  mockery  of  reprefen- 
tation,  compofed  of  ariftocratic  Barons,  Eccleii- 
aftics,  and  a  few  Representatives^  who  conftiruted 
one  Parliament,  under  the  immediate  influence  of 
the  Lords  of  Articles,  who  could  propofe  a  nega- 
tive on  all  queftions  before  debate  5  fo  that  there 
appears  no  refemblance  or  analogy  between  the 
condition  of  the  two  countries  ;  and  what  might 
be  the  balm  of  Scotland \  would  be  the  bane  of 
Ireland.  I  muft  even  doubt  whether  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  kingdoms  was  beneficial  to  Scotland  j 
the  progrefs  of  revolving  time  would  naturally 
have  improved  her  Situation,  like  other  countries 
of  Europe' j  and  certainly  her  Specie  was  very  much 
diminished  after  the  Union.,  and  (he.  was  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to fmall  notes  as  fub dittoes  for  cam, 
long  before  the  banks  here  wifely  fufpended  pay- 
ment in  gold.  There  was  a  period  in  Irifli  hiftory 
when  fuch  a  projeft  mould  have  received  the  cor- 
dial co-operation  and  warmeft  fupport  of  every 
Irishman,     but    England    then    had    benefits   to 
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grant,  and  you  wanted  commerce  and  freedom ; 
but  now  when  me  has  no  conceffions  to  beftow, 
equivalent  to  the  facrifices  you  muft  make,  when 
free  trade  and  free  conflitntion  are  the  poles  which 
fupport  your  elevated  fyftem  of  legiflation,  can 
you,  without  indignation*  hear  fuch  an  analogy 
iiissefted  ? 

You  will,  no  doubt,  be  told,  and  it  feems 
to  be  confidently  afferted,  that  the  quarter  from 
whence  opposition  to  this  menacing  and  inflaming 
meafure-  originates,  is  influenced  by  local  ties  and 
partial  considerations.  Can  you,  my  Country- 
men, believe  fuch  rank  and  monftrous  pofitions  ? 
Are  the  city  and  county  of  Dublin  fo  degraded  in 
your  eftimation,  as  to  be  fuppofed  for  a  moment 
capable  of  fuch  felfifli  and  paltry  conduct,  as  be- 
ing actuated  by  interefls  feparate  and  diftincl  from 
the  general  advancement  and  profperity  of  the 
kingdom  ?  Surely  their  uniform  conduct  and 
principles  fhould  be  the  beft  refutation  of  fuch 
grofs  and  unfounded  charges.  The  Stream  of 
calumny  which  may  warn  away  the  perifhable 
fabrick  of  other  characters,  paries  without  injury 
by  the  adamant  of  their's.  Could  an  Union  in 
any  Jhape  ferve  the  general  interefls  of  Ireland, 
from  them  I  am  confident  it  would  receive  the 
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lulled  and  moil  unequivocal  fupport.     Their    ob- 

J£cl  is    Ireland,     their   ambition    independence. 

But  convinced  as  they  are,  the  principle  itfelf 
of  incorporation  is  not  receivable  ;  they  will  not, 
therefore,  proftrate  their  freedom  at  the  altar  of 
Britiffi  aggrandizement,  nor  exchange  certain  and 
valuable  benefits  for  poffible  and  eventual  advan- 
tages, attainable  without  fuchan  eternal  furrender; 
it  fliould  be  the  laft  of  remedies ;  cuncla  priiis 
tentanda  >  all  gentler  methods  fliould  be  tried  be- 
fore we  have  recourfe  to  fo  violent  an  operation. 

As  to  the  conduct  of  your  metropolis,  advert 
for  a  moment  to  the  late  Rebellion,  and  fee  how 
their  actions  will  fpeak  for  them  on  that  unhappy 
occafion.  Did  felfifli  motives  appear  then  to 
operate  upon  them,  when  they  made  an  offer  of 
their  fervices  to  Government,  as  yeomanry,  to  re- 
pair to  any  part  of  the  kingdom  where  their  prefence 
might  be  moft  ferviceable,  and  leave  their  native  city 
in  a  great  degree  defencelefs,  although  on  many  ac- 
counts it  fliould  be  the  primary  object  of  their 
fblicitude,  attention  and  protection,  (as  the  feat 
of  government,  the  principal  depofitary  of  arms, 
ammunition  and  treaiure,  and  alio  the  fanctuary 
of  their  families,  who  in  the  event  might  be  ex- 
poled  to  brutal  violence  and  rufliah  force?    Try 
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their  conduct  by  this  teft,  and  judge  if  felfifhnefs 
was  the  axis  on  which  it  turned.  I  only  hope  the 
reft  of  the  kingdom  may  (hew  themfelves  equally 
difinterefted,  and  not  leave  grounds  for  malice  to 
fugged  they  may  feel  a  malignant  gratification  in 
injuring  Dublin,  even  without  ferving  themfelves. 
Similar  reflections  have  been  lavifhed  on  the  Bar, 
equally  filfe  and  illiberal.  By  the  unerring  ftandard 
of  experience  let  it  be  tried,  and  it  will  be  found 
faithful  i  be  weighed,  and  it  will  be  found  fufficient. 
When  it  was  propofed  in  Parliament,  that  their 
Catholic  Brethren  mould  be  admifiible  to  the 
Irifh  Bar,  did  there  aonear  againft  the  meafure, 
any  petition,  any  remonflrance,  any  felfifh  oppo- 
sition from-  that  quarter,  No.  j  the  profeffion  at 
once  heartily  embraced  them  as  denizens  of  their 
boibm,  received  and  careffed  them,  mewed  them 
examples  oi  liberal  emulation,  without  envy,  ambi- 
tion ;  without  jealoufy  or  animofity.  Although 
the.profefficn  was  before  cpnfidered  fufficiently  full, 
and  in  the  event  of  the  ftream  of  hufinefs,  might, 
in  a  confiderable  degree,  take  a  contrary  courfe, 
and  if  the  afferrion  be  well  founded,  that  com- 
mercial benefits  would  arife  to  this  country  from  a 
coniolidation  of  the  legillatures,  '  furely  the  bar  (if 
actuated  by  felfifh  and  perfonal  motives)  ought  to 
write  tor  the  adoption  of  it,  as  their  bulinefs  would 
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proportionably  increaie ;  with  refpert  to  Barrifters 
iittino-  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  I  very  much 
doubt-  that  it  would  be  an  improvement  of  the 
conftitution,  that  its  doors  fhould  be  fhut  againft 
them,  fhould  that  be  the  cafe  the  profemon  would 
much  degenerate ;  men  of  family  and  fortune, 
(the  beft  fecunt'tes  againft  mean  a&ions)  would 
no  longer  become  members  of  it,  it  wou'd  fink 
into  a  courfe  of  low  craft,  fordid  chicanery,  and 
no  longer  a  liberal  avocation,  but  a  mechanical 
difrepu table  purfuit  ;  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
would  lofe  fome  of  its  ableft  and  moft  ornamental 
members,  whofe  talents  have  irradiated  and  (lied  a 
iuflre  on  rhe  affembly. 

You  have  been  told  that  an  Union  will  produce 
domeftic  tranquility,  fuppofing  for  a  moment  it 
might  do  fo,  be  affured  any  repofe  refulting  from 
fo  infiduous  a  meaiiire,  would  not  be  permanent^ 
it  might  create  a  temporary  and  delufive  calm, 
more  formidable  than  the  temped  which  fo  furioufly 
raged,  but  has  now  nearly  fubiided  ;  the  peace  and 
lecurityol  the  country  is  every  day  increafing,  the 
horrid  fanguinary  howl. of  the  favage  in  ioftening  in- 
to the  fong  of  peace.  Civilization  and  the  fuperin- 
tending  care  of  a  liberal  gentry  will  in  courfe  of  a 
little  time  introduce   ideas  of  fafety,  focial  inter- 
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courfe  will  gradually  fpring  up  and  produce  virtues 
to  adorn  and  acquirements  to  enrich  our  nature, 
and  ultimately  eftabliih  tranquility  on  a  rock  of 
peace. 

On  the  contrary  the  ftrong  arm  of  a  military  go- 
vernment might  for  %  time  filence  the  murmurs  of 
irritated  people,  but  their  indignation,  confined  for 
a  time,  would  burft  forth  with  encreafed  force  and 
augmented  violence. 

Mr.  Spencer,  with  true  patriotifm,  has  fhewn 
clearly  (at  leaft  to  my  humble  capacity)  and  prov- 
ed to  demonftration, '(indeed  I  muft  fay  of  him, 

Quid  virtus  &  quid  fapientia  po/Jil, 
Utile  propofuit  nobis  exemplar,) 

That  an  Union  was  not  a  meafure  fuggefted  as  a  fpe- 
cific  for  our  late  unhappy  diforders,  but  a  favourite 
project  long  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Britifn  mi- 
nifter— if  beneficial  to  Ireland,  why  not  called  for  by 
the  Irifh  parliament  or  the  Irifli  people  long  ago ; 
it  is  England  (eeks  it,  and  not  Ireland  -  (lie  is  now 
taking  an  ungenerous  advantage  of  our  calami- 
ties to  revoke  her  former  conceffions— how  terrible 
the   fenfation,     when  the  hand    that  mould   be 
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ftretched  out  to  fave  us—  attempts  to  lodge  the 
dagger  in  our  breafts — but  by  unanimity  we 
may  yet  be  faved. 

Seize  then,  my  friends  and  countrymen,  the 
golden,  glorious  opportunity,  catch  that  current 
which  taken  at  the  flow,  may  yet  lead  on  to 
good  fortune.  Let  every  county,  city  and  bo- 
rough in  the  kingdom  proteft  againft  this  inva- 
lion  of  their  rights,  and  with  one  voice  fpeak 
out  promptly  and  decifively— if  you  do  not  im- 
mediately do  fo,  your  independence  is  gone  for 
ever,  you  may  in  vain  lament  with  the  bene- 
volent Titus,  you  have  loft  a  day;— -let  there  be 
no  heart  fo  cold,  no  foul  fo  languid  and  op- 
preffed  with  its  own  dull  weight,  as  not  to  be 
xoufed  by  fuch  a  powerful  impulfe. 


A       FREEHOLDER, 
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